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Abstract:  

This essay explores the intricate and multifaceted impact of migration on the cultural landscape of 

Turkey, with a specific focus on the influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members. 

Migration, as a historical force shaping societies, has played a pivotal role in the global blending 

of cultures and the exchange of ideas. Within this context, the migration of individuals affiliated 

with the Muslim Brotherhood from Egypt to Turkey provides a compelling case study. The analysis 

spans historical migration patterns, challenges and opportunities faced by migrants, and the socio-

cultural, economic, and political dimensions of their integration into Turkish society. Emphasizing 

the dynamic nature of cultural exchange, the essay delves into the specific contributions of 

Egyptian migrants to various facets of Turkish culture, including religion, language, cuisine, and 

the arts. As Turkey grapples with the complexities of cultural diversity and identity, the experiences 

of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members offer valuable insights into the transformative potential 

of migration on host societies, fostering dialogue, collaboration, and the long-term evolution of 

cultural landscapes shaped by the movement of people. 

 

Introduction: 

Migration has long been a driving force in shaping societies, and in recent years, the global 

movement of people has led to the blending of cultures and the exchange of ideas. One fascinating 

aspect of this phenomenon is the cultural influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members on 

Turkish society. This essay explores the multifaceted impact of migration on the cultural landscape 

of Turkey, focusing on the experiences and contributions of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood 

members. 

I. Historical Context of Egyptian Migration to Turkey 

A. Overview of Egyptian Migration Patterns 

The migration of Egyptians to Turkey is a multifaceted phenomenon that has unfolded over time, 

shaped by various economic, political, and social factors. The 20th and 21st centuries have 

witnessed significant changes in migration patterns, reflecting both historical events and evolving 

motivations. 

1. Early Waves of Migration: 

Movement of Labor (Mid-20th Century):  

The mid-20th century witnessed significant movements of labor from Egypt to neighboring 

countries, primarily driven by economic factors and the demand for labor in the region. This 



migration played a crucial role in shaping the socio-economic landscape of both Egypt and the 

destination countries. Several factors contributed to this phenomenon, and economic hardships and 

limited opportunities in Egypt were key drivers. 

During the mid-20th century, Egypt faced economic challenges that affected the livelihoods of its 

population. High levels of unemployment and limited economic prospects led many Egyptians to 

explore opportunities beyond their borders. Neighboring countries, particularly those experiencing 

economic growth and development, became attractive destinations for Egyptian workers seeking 

employment. 

The demand for labor in the Middle East, including countries like Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the 

United Arab Emirates, was on the rise during this period. These countries were undergoing 

significant economic transformations, including infrastructure development and the expansion of 

industries such as construction and oil extraction. As a result, they required a substantial workforce 

to support their growing economies. 

Egyptian labor migration during this time was characterized by both skilled and unskilled workers 

seeking employment opportunities abroad. Skilled professionals, such as engineers and 

technicians, were in demand for their expertise in various industries. Meanwhile, unskilled laborers 

found employment in sectors like construction and agriculture. 

The movement of labor from Egypt to neighboring countries had profound social and economic 

implications. Remittances sent back by migrant workers became a crucial source of income for 

their families in Egypt, contributing to the country's economy. Additionally, the experience of 

living and working abroad influenced cultural exchanges and contributed to a more interconnected 

regional community. 

 

2. Impact of Regional Conflicts 

 

Regional conflicts, particularly those in the Middle East, wield a significant influence on 

displacement and migration patterns, with the Palestinian-Israeli conflict standing as a poignant 

example. The enduring struggle between Israelis and Palestinians has intricately woven a tapestry 

of political, social, and economic ramifications across the region. The persistent unrest and 

resultant displacement stemming from this protracted conflict have not only fractured communities 

but have also contributed to a broader destabilization in the Middle East. This tumultuous 

environment has spurred individuals, among them Egyptians, to seek refuge and improved 

prospects in neighboring countries. One notable destination for those affected by the repercussions 

of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has been Turkey. As documented by Dawisha (2013), the 

continuous waves of conflict-induced migration underscore the far-reaching consequences of 

regional conflicts on shaping the movement of populations and, in this case, the choices made by 

Egyptians seeking stability and a brighter future. 

 

 



3. Economic Drivers: 

a. Unemployment and poverty: Economic factors are major motivators for migration, including 

high unemployment rates and the spread of poverty in Egypt, which are important factors that 

stimulate migration. (Abdel-Ghani, M., and Sharaf, M. F. (2017). Seeking better job opportunities 

abroad, including in Turkey, becomes a crucial aspect. 

b. Educational Pursuits: Education has emerged as a significant driving force behind migration, 

as Egyptians pursue academic and professional advancement in Turkey contribute to the 

diversification of migration motives. (Yılmaz, A. (2015) 

 

B. Political and Social Factors Leading to Migration 

1. Political Instability: 

One of the important factors for the migration of Egyptians is political instability and unrest in 

Egypt. Particular attention should be paid to pivotal events. One notable event is the Arab Spring, 

a series of protests and uprisings across the Arab world in 2010-2011. (Brown, N.J., & Hamzawy, 

A. (2011). Political turmoil and uncertainty during this period led some Egyptians to seek stability 

and better prospects abroad, including in Turkey. 

2. Human Rights Concerns: 

The impact of human rights issues, political repression and persecution on Egyptians’ decision to 

seek refuge or a better life in Turkey. These factors contribute to creating a complex web of 

migration drivers. 

3. Regional Conflicts: 

It is important to study the effects of regional conflicts, such as the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and 

the Syrian civil war. These conflicts create additional challenges and opportunities for migrants. 

Some Egyptians may view Turkey as a stable and relatively safer destination amid regional 

turmoil, contributing to shifts in migration dynamics. Kirisci, K. (2016). 

 

C. Emergence of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt 

1. Founding and Ideology: 

The Muslim Brotherhood, founded in Egypt in 1928 by Hassan al-Banna, emerged as a socio-

political and religious movement with the aim of promoting Islamic principles and social justice. 

(Wickham, C. R. (2013). Understanding the organization's principles is essential to comprehending 

the motivations of its members. 

 

 



2. Social and Political Influence: 

Over the decades, the Muslim Brotherhood became a significant social and political force in Egypt, 

influencing various aspects of society. The organization's impact on the socio-political landscape 

contributes to the context of migration. 

3. Persecution and Exile: 

The Muslim Brotherhood faced periods of persecution in Egypt, leading some members to seek 

refuge in other countries, including Turkey. Various Egyptian regimes viewed the organization 

with suspicion, leading to crackdowns and legal restrictions. The Nasser era (1950s-1960s), in 

particular, witnessed severe repression, with many members imprisoned or forced into exile.  

)Kepel, G. (2003). 

4. Impact on Migration: 

The persecution faced by the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt played a crucial role in the migration 

patterns of its members to countries like Turkey. Political repression, restrictions, and the threat of 

imprisonment prompted some members to seek refuge abroad. Turkey, with its historical ties to 

the Muslim Brotherhood and relative political stability, became an attractive destination for those 

fleeing persecution. Understanding the impact of persecution provides insight into the broader 

context of Egyptian migration to Turkey. 

 

II. The Arrival of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood Members in Turkey 

A. Reasons for Choosing Turkey as a Destination 

1. Geopolitical Considerations The geopolitical landscape played a crucial role in making 

Turkey an attractive destination for Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members. Turkey's 

strategic position between Europe and the Middle East made it a key player in regional 

politics. Öniş, Z. (2015).  The geopolitical considerations made Turkey a strategic choice 

for members of the Muslim Brotherhood looking for a safe haven. 

2. Political Environment: The political climate in Turkey, characterized by a more moderate 

Islamic orientation, appealed to members of the Muslim Brotherhood facing persecution 

in Egypt. Turkey, under the Justice and Development Party (AKP) led by Recep Tayyip 

Erdoğan, pursued policies that embraced political Islam within a democratic framework. 

Özkırımlı, U. (2011). This contrasted with the repression experienced by the Muslim 

Brotherhood in Egypt and provided a conducive environment for those seeking a political 

space aligned with their beliefs. 

3. Economic Opportunities: The economic opportunities and stability in Turkey were 

significant factors attracting Egyptian migrants, including members of the Muslim 

Brotherhood. Turkey's growing economy, dynamic business environment, and diverse 

employment prospects made it an appealing destination for those seeking not only political 

refuge but also better economic prospects. Açıkgöz, Ö. (2016). Tukey stability and 



relatively robust economic performance provided a sense of security for migrants seeking 

a prosperous and secure environment. 

B. Challenges Faced by Migrants 

1. Legal and Administrative Hurdles: Upon their arrival in Turkey, Egyptian Muslim 

Brotherhood members encountered various legal and administrative challenges. These 

challenges included navigating visa regulations, residency requirements, and bureaucratic 

obstacles. The complexities of obtaining legal status and dealing with administrative 

processes presented hurdles for migrants, potentially impacting their ability to establish a 

secure and stable presence in Turkey. 

2. Cultural and Linguistic Barriers: Cultural and linguistic differences posed significant 

challenges for Egyptian migrants, including members of the Muslim Brotherhood, in 

Turkey. Challenges in daily communication, understanding social norms, and participating 

in community activities may have hindered the migrants' full integration and adaptation. 

3. Social Stigma and Discrimination: Some Egyptian migrants, especially those affiliated 

with the Muslim Brotherhood, may have faced social stigma or discrimination in Turkey 

due to their religious or political affiliations. Prejudice or negative perceptions from 

segments of the local population could have resulted in social challenges, affecting the 

migrants' sense of belonging and acceptance in their new community. Bilecen, B., & 

Yurdakul, G. (2018). 

4. Economic Struggles: Migrants, including members of the Muslim Brotherhood, often 

faced economic challenges in Turkey. Difficulties in finding employment, establishing 

financial stability, and achieving economic independence were common issues. Limited 

access to job opportunities and the need to adapt to a different economic environment may 

have hindered the migrants' ability to fully support themselves and their families. 

 

C. Integration into Turkish Society 

1. Community Formation: Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members, facing common 

challenges, likely formed communities within Turkey to provide mutual support and 

assistance. By establishing social networks, sharing resources, and offering emotional 

support, these communities became essential for members of the Muslim Brotherhood to 

create a sense of belonging and resilience in their new environment. Many of them built 

schools and cultural centers such as the Safir School and television channels such as Al-

Sharq Channel and other channels. 

2. Cultural Exchange: The interaction between Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members and 

the host Turkish society likely resulted in a dynamic cultural exchange. Both groups may 

have influenced each other's traditions, customs, and ways of life. This exchange could 

contribute to the enrichment of the cultural fabric in Turkey, fostering greater 

understanding and tolerance between different communities. 



3. Religious Practices: The integration of religious practices, rituals, and observances of 

Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members into the broader religious landscape of Turkey is 

an important aspect of their adaptation. Understanding how these practices align with or 

influence existing religious norms in Turkey contributes to a nuanced understanding of 

religious diversity within the host society. 

4. Educational and Professional Integration: The extent to which Egyptian Muslim 

Brotherhood members integrated into Turkish educational institutions and the workforce is 

a crucial indicator of their overall integration. And as I said many of them built schools and 

cultural centers such as the Safir School. 

 

III. Cultural Influence on Turkish Society 

A. Religious Practices and Traditions 

1. Mosques and Worship Spaces: The establishment of mosques and worship spaces by 

Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members in Turkey has likely played a significant role in 

shaping the cultural and religious landscape. These spaces serve as focal points for religious 

practices, community gatherings, and cultural exchange. Sirkeci, I., & Yüceer, C. Y. (2017). 

By contributing to the creation of these religious spaces, Egyptian migrants influence the 

local expression of Islam in Turkey, fostering a sense of identity and community among 

both the migrant population and the broader Turkish society. 

2. Interfaith Dialogue: Egyptian migrants, especially those associated with the Muslim 

Brotherhood, may contribute to fostering interfaith dialogue and understanding within the 

Turkish context. Engaging in open and constructive conversations with members of other 

religious communities can contribute to a more inclusive and tolerant society. The 

experiences and perspectives of Egyptian migrants can play a role in bridging cultural and 

religious divides, promoting peaceful coexistence. 

3. Islamic Education: The contribution of Egyptian migrants, particularly those associated 

with the Muslim Brotherhood, to Islamic education in Turkey is a noteworthy aspect of 

their cultural influence. This may include the establishment of educational institutions, 

promotion of Islamic scholarship, and participation in the dissemination of Islamic 

knowledge. Through these initiatives, Egyptian migrants can impact the educational 

landscape, contributing to the diversity and richness of Islamic education in Turkey. 

 

B. Language and Communication 

1. Language Exchange: The influence of Egyptian migrants, including members of the 

Muslim Brotherhood, on language dynamics in Turkey can be observed through language 

exchange initiatives, language courses, and their impact on linguistic diversity. The cultural 

exchange between Egyptians and Turks likely includes the sharing of language skills, 

contributing to a more diverse linguistic landscape. Language exchange activities may 



promote cross-cultural understanding and facilitate integration, as both communities learn 

from each other's linguistic and cultural backgrounds. 

2. Media and Communication Channels: Egyptian immigrants, especially those associated 

with the Muslim Brotherhood, may have played a role in contributing to Turkish media and 

communication channels. This could include participating in print, radio and electronic 

platforms, and shaping public discourse on various issues. The participation of Egyptian 

immigrants in Turkish media may offer diverse perspectives and contribute to creating a 

more pluralistic media environment, reflecting the multicultural nature of society. As I said 

in a previous point, many members of the Muslim Brotherhood have established television 

channels such as Al-Sharq and Al-Watan channel and other channels on YouTube such as 

the Joe Show program and other channels. 

3. Literary Contributions: The literary contributions of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood 

members in Turkey can be explored through their writings, articles, or books, which may 

have influenced Turkish literature and intellectual discourse. Al-Mahjoub, M. A. (2017). 

The migrants' perspectives on politics, culture, and religion, as expressed through literary 

works, contribute to the richness of intellectual thought in Turkey. Their contributions may 

provide unique insights into the intersections of Egyptian and Turkish cultural and literary 

traditions. 

 

C. Culinary Influences 

1. Cultural Festivals and Food Events: Egyptian immigrants, including members of the 

Muslim Brotherhood, introduced elements of their cuisine into Turkey. This may include 

popularizing Egyptian dishes, cooking methods and culinary traditions in local 

communities. Blending Egyptian flavors and cooking techniques contributes to the 

diversification of the Turkish culinary scene, providing locals with the opportunity to 

experience and appreciate the richness of Egyptian cuisine. In application of this, there are 

many Egyptian restaurants in Turkey, especially Istanbul, and there are many Egyptian 

communities in one area, and they have established many restaurants and food stores with 

completely Egyptian products. 

2. Culinary Fusion: The interaction between Egyptian and Turkish culinary traditions may 

result in culinary fusion, where elements from both cuisines merge to create unique dishes. 

Culinary fusion is a dynamic process that reflects the cross-cultural influence of Egyptian 

migrants in Turkey. This fusion not only introduces new flavors but also symbolizes the 

blending of cultural elements, fostering a sense of shared culinary heritage. 

 

D. Arts, Music, and Entertainment 

1. Influence on Traditional Arts: The influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members 

on traditional Turkish arts, such as calligraphy, ceramics, and traditional crafts, can be 



explored through their contributions to artistic practices. The migrants may bring their own 

artistic techniques, styles, and cultural elements, influencing the evolution of traditional 

arts in Turkey. Collaborations and interactions with local artists may result in the creation 

of unique art forms that reflect the cross-cultural exchange between Egyptian and Turkish 

artistic traditions. 

2. Musical Collaboration: Cases of musical collaboration between Egyptian and Turkish 

artists demonstrate the intersection of musical traditions and mutual influence between the 

two communities. Collaborative projects may include blending Egyptian and Turkish 

musical styles, instruments and genres. This cultural exchange enriches the music scene in 

both communities, fosters a shared appreciation for diverse musical expressions and 

contributes to the global dialogue of musical creativity. In particular, there are many 

gatherings of the Muslim Brotherhood with Turks who love Sufism, such as the gatherings 

related to Yunus Emre and Celal El-Din El-Rumi, one of the most prominent figures of 

Sufism in Turkey. 

3. Cultural Events and Performances: The participation of Egyptian immigrants, including 

members of the Muslim Brotherhood, in cultural events and performances is a key aspect 

of their contribution to the diversity of Turkish cultural expression. Participating in theatre, 

dance, and other forms of entertainment allows immigrants to showcase their cultural 

heritage, providing an opportunity for the broader Turkish community to engage with and 

appreciate the richness of Egyptian artistic traditions. These cultural events contribute to 

creating a more inclusive and vibrant cultural scene. One of the recent forums organized 

by some members of the Egyptian Brotherhood is the Al-Sharq Youth Forum, in which a 

large number of people from different parts of the world attend. 

 

IV. Impact on Turkish Politics and Governance 

A. Participation in Political Processes 

1. Political Activism: The involvement of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members in 

Turkish political activity can be explored through their participation in political 

movements, parties, and popular initiatives. These migrants may engage in various forms 

of political activism, such as advocating for human rights, democracy, or issues relevant to 

their community. Understanding the nature and extent of their political activism provides 

insight into the ways in which Egyptian immigrants contribute to shaping political 

discourse in Turkey. Many members of the Muslim Brotherhood have obtained Turkish 

citizenship, and some of them supported the current president in the recent elections and 

even held many gatherings in support of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

2. Election Participation: As I mentioned in the previous point, analyzing cases in which 

Egyptian immigrants, including those associated with the Muslim Brotherhood, participate 

in the Turkish elections as voters, activists or candidates, highlights their influence on local 

and national politics. Migrant participation in electoral processes can influence political 

dynamics, contribute to diverse political representation, and shape the political landscape. 



Understanding their roles in elections provides insight into the evolving nature of Turkish 

democracy. 

3. Policy Advocacy: The role of Egyptian migrants in advocating for specific policies and 

reforms within the Turkish political landscape is an important aspect of their impact on 

governance. These migrants may bring unique perspectives and experiences, influencing 

policy discussions and contributing to the formulation of policies that consider the needs 

and concerns of the migrant community. Examining their contributions to policy advocacy 

provides insights into the ways in which migration shapes the political agenda. 

 

B. Influence on Political Discourse 

1. Ideological Debates: The presence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members is likely to 

have contributed to ideological debates within Turkish politics, shaping debates on issues 

such as secularism, democracy, and the role of religion in governance. Immigrants may 

bring diverse perspectives and experiences, influencing discourse on key political 

concepts. An analysis of their contributions to ideological debates provides insight into the 

evolving nature of political thought and discourse in Turkey. Especially since the current 

Turkish policy adopts the revival of Ottoman Islamic thought in many places. 

2. Media Influence: The influence of Egyptian immigrants, including those associated with 

the Muslim Brotherhood, on media and political commentary in Turkey is a crucial aspect 

of their influence on political discourse. Their perspectives and experiences can be 

incorporated into media narratives, contributing to a more diverse and nuanced 

understanding of political issues. Examining how their voices are represented in the media 

provides insight into the dynamics of information dissemination and public discourse. And 

among them, as I said before, they created many television channels, in addition to 

preparing many programs that dealt with Egyptian Arab thought and Turkish thought. 

3. Public Opinion: The influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members on public 

opinion in Turkey can be examined by considering how their participation in political 

discussions has shaped the views of the broader society. Through public engagements, 

discussions, and advocacy, migrants contribute to the formation of opinions on political 

issues. Understanding their impact on public opinion provides insights into the ways in 

which migration interacts with and influences the collective mindset of the host society. 

 

C. Challenges and Opportunities 

1. Integration Challenges: Discussing the challenges faced by Egyptian migrants, especially 

those with political affiliations, in integrating into the Turkish political landscape is crucial. 

These challenges may include issues of acceptance, trust, and potential resistance from 

established political entities. Understanding the barriers to integration provides insights 



into the complexities migrants face as they navigate the political environment and seek to 

actively participate in Turkish politics. 

2. Opportunities for Collaboration: Highlighting instances where Egyptian migrants have 

found common ground with Turkish political groups, fostering collaboration and 

cooperation for shared political objectives, showcases the potential for constructive 

engagement. Alaca, İ. E. (2019). Identifying areas of mutual interest and cooperation 

contributes to the development of a more inclusive political landscape, where diverse 

voices actively contribute to political processes. 

3. Policy Impact: Examining the perceived influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood 

members on Turkish governance and policy making involves assessing whether their 

presence has led to legislative changes, policy shifts, or new initiatives. Understanding the 

specific policy areas where their influence is most notable provides insight into the broader 

implications of their involvement in Turkish politics. It is worth noting here that there are 

many Egyptians who obtained Turkish citizenship and played a major role in the elections 

and decision-making in the recent period. 

 

V. Social and Economic Contributions 

A. Economic Ventures and Entrepreneurship 

1. Business Enterprises: Studying the economic influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood 

members in Turkey through the establishment of companies and entrepreneurial projects is 

essential. This analysis should discuss the sectors they were involved in and the 

contributions made to the Turkish economy. Understanding the diversity of economic 

activities undertaken by Egyptian immigrants highlights their role in promoting economic 

development and innovation. There are many companies and commercial institutions 

established by members of the Muslim Brotherhood in Turkey, and it is worth noting that 

there are many areas where Egyptians gathered and used Arabic writing on their 

commercial places, and one of those areas is the Şirinevler area in Istanbul. 

2. Job Creation: Analyzing the role of Egyptian migrants, including members of the Muslim 

Brotherhood, in job creation is crucial for assessing their impact on employment and 

economic development in Turkey. (Pekkurnaz, D., & Karapınar, P. B. (2018). This analysis 

should consider their contributions to job creation through their own enterprises or 

participation in the labor market. Understanding their role in employment generation 

provides insights into the broader socioeconomic contributions of the migrant community.  

3. Trade and Investment: Exploring the involvement of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood 

members in trade and investment activities is important for understanding how their 

networks and expertise facilitate economic collaborations between Egypt and Turkey. 

(Gökalp, E., & Özveren, E. (2016). This analysis should consider the sectors involved, the 

scale of investments, and the impact on bilateral economic relations. Assessing the trade 



and investment activities of Egyptian migrants provides insights into their role as economic 

agents and contributors to cross-border economic linkages. 

 

B. Educational and Social Initiatives 

1. Educational Institutions: Discussing the establishment of educational institutions by 

Egyptian immigrants, including schools, religious education centers, and cultural 

organizations, is crucial to understanding their contributions to educational diversity and 

cultural exchange. This analysis must explore the nature of these institutions, their 

curricula, and the ways they interact with the local educational landscape. Evaluating the 

impact of these initiatives provides insight into their role in promoting educational diversity 

and promoting intercultural dialogue. As I mentioned previously, one of the examples of 

these schools is the Safir School, in which a large number of its founders from the Muslim 

Brotherhood participate. It is an international school located in Turkey and a large number 

of Turks enroll in it. 

2. Social Welfare Programs: Analyzing the involvement of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood 

members in social welfare programs, including initiatives related to healthcare, poverty 

alleviation, and community development, is essential for understanding their impact on 

marginalized communities in Turkey. This analysis should explore the scope and 

effectiveness of these programs, shedding light on their contributions to social inclusion 

and community well-being. 

 

C. Community Building and Networking 

1. Religious and Cultural Centers: Exploring the establishment of religious and cultural 

centers by members of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood is crucial to understanding how 

these centers functioned as centers of community activities, religious practices, and cultural 

events. This analysis must delve into the functions of these centers, the types of activities 

they host, and their impact on enhancing the sense of community and cultural identity 

among Egyptian immigrants in Turkey. There are many members of the group who 

participate in memorizing the Holy Qur’an and holding many circles related to Islamic law 

and the ideology of the Muslim Brotherhood, which is close to current Turkish politics. 

2. Social and Support Networks: Discussing the formation of social and support networks 

by Egyptian migrants, especially those associated with the Muslim Brotherhood, sheds 

light on how these networks provide assistance, guidance, and a sense of community for 

newcomers in Turkey. This analysis should explore the types of support offered, the 

challenges addressed, and the role of these networks in facilitating the integration of 

Egyptian migrants into Turkish society. 

 

 



 

VI. Challenges and Tensions 

A. Cultural Clash and Misunderstandings 

1. Cultural Nuances: Exploring the cultural differences between Egyptian Muslim 

Brotherhood members and Turkish society, focusing on aspects such as social norms, 

traditions, and customs, is crucial for understanding potential cultural clashes. Analyzing 

how these nuances manifest in daily interactions, social practices, and community 

dynamics provides insights into the challenges that may arise due to cultural differences. 

2. Communication Challenges: It is important to discuss potential misunderstandings 

arising from differences in language, communication styles, and non-verbal cues between 

Egyptian immigrants and the Turkish host population. Language barriers and differences 

in communication standards can contribute to misinterpretations and hinder effective 

interaction. Understanding these challenges provides the foundation for addressing 

communication gaps and promoting cross-cultural understanding. Despite all this, Turkey 

has recently been receiving a large number of Arabs, especially Syrian refugees, and the 

Turkish government has allowed them to work like the Turks. Therefore, dealing has 

become much easier for the Egyptians in Turkey, in addition to a very large number of them 

learning the Turkish language. 

 

B. Religious and Ideological Differences 

1. Religious Practices: Exploring the variations in religious practices and interpretations 

between Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members and the predominantly Sunni Muslim 

Turkish population is essential. )Esposito, J. L., & Mogahed, D. (2007). This analysis 

should delve into how differences in religious rituals, observances, and interpretations may 

lead to tensions or, alternatively, foster dialogue and mutual understanding. Understanding 

the nuances of religious practices contributes to recognizing potential sources of friction 

and promoting interfaith dialogue. 

2. Secularism vs. Islamic Values: Analyzing the challenges arising from the coexistence of 

a secular political system in Turkey and the potential clash with the Islamic values of 

Egyptian migrants, particularly those affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood, is crucial. 

This examination should explore how the interplay between secular governance and 

religious values may lead to ideological tensions and impact the integration of Egyptian 

migrants into the broader Turkish society. 

3. Ideological Friction: Discussing how differing political ideologies may lead to tensions 

between Egyptian migrants and segments of Turkish society that hold different political 

beliefs is important. This analysis should consider the impact of ideological differences on 

social interactions, political discourse, and community dynamics. Recognizing and 



understanding ideological friction provides insights into the complexities of coexistence in 

a diverse society. 

C. Response from Turkish Society and the Government 

1. Public Perception: Exploring how Turkish society perceives Egyptian Muslim 

Brotherhood members involves considering the influence of media portrayal, public 

discourse, and societal attitudes towards religious and political diversity. Analyzing the 

dynamics of public perception provides insights into the factors that shape opinions and 

contribute to the social context in which Egyptian migrants navigate their daily lives. 

2. Government Policies: Examining the Turkish government's response to the presence of 

Egyptian immigrants, including any policies or initiatives aimed at addressing cultural 

tensions, promoting integration, or regulating political activities, is crucial. This analysis 

should explore the government's position on religious and political diversity, as well as its 

efforts to create an inclusive environment for immigrants. Despite this, Turkey, in the recent 

period, and after the agreement that occurred between it and the current Egyptian policy, 

has not helped many Egyptians in governmental matters, and they are facing many 

problems in renewing their residency in the country. 

3. Legal and Regulatory Measures: Discussing any legal or regulatory measures 

implemented by the Turkish government in response to challenges and tensions arising 

from the presence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members is essential. This analysis 

should consider measures related to residency, political activities, and cultural integration, 

exploring how the legal framework shapes the experiences and interactions of Egyptian 

migrants in Turkey. 

 

VII. Conclusion 

A. Summarizing the Cultural Influence 

In summary, the cultural influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members on Turkish society 

is a multifaceted phenomenon that encompasses various aspects of daily life, including religious 

practices, language, culinary traditions, and the arts. The migration of individuals associated with 

the Muslim Brotherhood has led to a dynamic exchange of cultural elements, contributing to the 

diversification of Turkey's cultural landscape. 

Throughout this essay, we have explored the historical context of Egyptian migration to Turkey, 

the reasons behind choosing Turkey as a destination, and the challenges and opportunities faced 

by migrants. We delved into the impact on Turkish politics and governance, as well as the social 

and economic contributions made by Egyptian migrants. Additionally, we examined the challenges 

and tensions arising from cultural clashes, religious differences, and the responses from both 

Turkish society and the government. 

B. Reflection on the Long-term Impact 



The long-term impact of the cultural influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members in 

Turkey is a subject that warrants careful consideration. The ongoing interaction between these 

migrants and the host society has the potential to shape the cultural fabric of Turkey in the years 

to come. The establishment of religious and cultural institutions, the fusion of culinary traditions, 

and the contributions to various sectors of society are likely to leave a lasting imprint on Turkey's 

identity. 

Moreover, the ideological and political differences that may have initially led to tensions could 

evolve into opportunities for dialogue and mutual understanding. As Egyptian migrants integrate 

further into Turkish society, collaborative efforts to address common challenges and foster 

intercultural connections could emerge, contributing to a more cohesive and harmonious social 

environment. 

C. Implications for Future Migration Patterns 

The cultural influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members in Turkey carries implications 

for future migration patterns and the broader discourse on multiculturalism. The experiences of 

this group may influence the decisions of future migrants, shaping their destination choices and 

migration trajectories. Additionally, the lessons learned from the challenges and successes of 

integrating Egyptian migrants into Turkish society may inform policies and practices for 

accommodating diverse cultural and religious groups in the future. 

In conclusion, the cultural influence of Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood members in Turkey is a 

dynamic process that reflects the evolving nature of migration and its impact on host societies. As 

Turkey continues to navigate the complexities of cultural diversity, this experience provides 

valuable insights into the possibilities and challenges associated with the integration of diverse 

communities, paving the way for a more inclusive and enriched social fabric. 
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